MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA    211
No one, not even Maria Theresa, could believe any
longer that Frederick's earlier victory in the Silesian
War had been a passing success. Prussia had risen to a
permanent position among the great powers of Europe.
The literature and the popular songs of the day show
that Frederick, who increasingly as he grew old and
bitter despised all Germans, had become a hero not only
in Prussia, but in Germany as a whole. Many Germans
felt greater patriotic fervour for this cynical old man
who had defeated half of Europe than for Francis of
Lorraine, Maria Theresa's husband, who was, officially,
the leader of all Germans, and their Emperor. Even in
Austria, as some songs in a collection of Austrian folk-
songsduring the Seven Years War indicate,hero worshipof
Frederickof Prussia was not uncommon. There isonesong,
for instance, sent by a Tirolese to a man in Nuremberg:
11 Reichsburger wollt ihr sein und brecht doch eure Pfticht
Wie seid ihr kaiserlich, da ihr doch Preussisch denket ? "
Apart from her grief at the outcome of the War, Maria
Theresa suffered many personal tragedies at this time.
Her daughter Joanna died at the age of twelve in 1762 ;
her son Charles, whom she really loved, had died of small-
pox the year before; Isabella had died in November 1763,
Earlier in her career, Maria Theresa had experienced
the pains of birth. She had borne many children.
Politically, in the Silesian Wars, she and her people had
suffered as she asserted herself in Ettrope, as she revived
the greatness of her Family. Then the sufferings of the
War had been tempered by hope, by thoughts of the
future. Now, after the Seven Years War, she seemed
surrounded by death and hopeless despair.
It was fortunate for her that, by temperament* she
was unable to think of herself in terms of failure. Her
faith w. her Habsburg Mission never wavered.

